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for a term of years, a prince of their own election
without reserve, and the half of the customs receipts.
1 waited on him, as I had on the former envoys of
the Sultan, as a matter of etiquette, and was surprised
by the just and reasonable tone and substance of his
propositions. They seemed even better for the Cre-
tans than annexation to Greece, and I so represented
them to Mr. Morris. But I received from him the
orders of General Ignatieff to urge the Cretans to
reject them, as the certain alternative was their inde-
pendence and annexation to Greece. I obeyed my
orders without concealing my own sentiments in
favor of the acceptance of the offers of the grand
vizier.

A'ali made on me an impression of honesty and
justice such as I had never seen in any Turkish
official. He dissembled none of his difficulties, and
discussed the questions arising out of the position
without reserve. For the first time since the affair
began I felt my sympathies drawn to the Turkish
aspect of the political question involved. I had long
seen that Crete could not be governed from Athens
without a course of such preparation as the Ionian
Islands had had j they would never submit to pre-
fects from continental Greece; they felt themselves,
as they really are, a superior race, superior in intel-
ligence and in courage; but the men from Athens
had persuaded them that the only alternative to sub-
mission to the Sultan was annexation, arid, mean-
while, the ships of Europe were carrying their families
to Greece, where they were to remain practically ashenever any fell intoeganfe insurrection
